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tenth Earl of Ormond. This Earl of Ormond, one
of the few Irish nobles resident in England, deemed
that his courtly bearing in London authorised him to
do anything he pleased with his own wild dominions
in the neighbourhood of Waterford, and he used
all his influence with Elizabeth towards gaining his
wishes and procuring harsh treatment of his rival,
the Earl of Desmond. Her suitor being a handsome
man and a zealous flatterer, the Queen gave a ready
car to his appeals and sent preposterous instructions
to the Lord Deputy. Sir Henry's fighting against
O'Neill in the north had to be interrupted for several
months in order that he might look after Ormond's
interests in the comparatively peaceful south ; and,
after O'Neill had been disposed of, he found it
impossible to reconcile the claims of the two earls
or to reduce their partisans to order. " Albeit they
would inveigh against each other/' he reported, "yet
if any sentence passed for the advancement of the
Queen's prerogative, or suppression of either of their
tyrannies, straightway it was cried out of and com-
plained to the Queen, specially by the Earl of
Ormond, as injustice and oppression/*

That state of things, lasting at intervals through a
dozen years, must be borne in mind as explaining
much in Sir Henry Sidney's whole career as a servant
of the state and largely influencing that of his son
Philip. The Lord Deputy's firm and honourable
dealing, his self-sacrificing and far-seeing statesman-
ship, caused much misfortune to both father and son
and to the rest of the family. There was evidence of
this in the winter of 1566-^1567. " I received,"
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